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10:00 AM  EUCHARIST WITH MUSIC:  RITE II 

 
PRELUDE    ‘Creator of the Stars of Night’   H60  Lani Smith  
 
PROCESSIONAL  ‘Creator of the Stars of Night’  NOT sung                                                      
 

Creator of the stars of night, 
your people’s everlasting light, 
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, 
we pray you hear us when we call. 
 

In sorrow that the ancient curse 
should doom to death a universe, 
you came, O Savior, to set free 
your own in glorious liberty. 
 

When this old world drew on toward night, 
you came; but not in splendor bright, 
not as a monarch, but the child 
of Mary, blameless mother mild. 
 

Come in your holy might, we pray, 
redeem us for eternal day; 
defend us while we dwell below 
from all assaults of our dread foe. 

 

Welcome to all who worship with us today. 

We are blessed by your presence. 
 

In the interest of creating a peaceful and prayerful space for worship, 

please refrain from conversation within the sanctuary 10 minutes before 

and after the service. 
 

Please silence your cell phone during the service as a sign of respect for 

God and the rest of our worshiping community. 
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To God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
praise, honor, might, and glory be 
from age to age eternally. 

Latin, 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. 

 

 
(All stand as able)             
 
 

The Word of God  
  

The people stand for the Acclamation.  

Celebrant Blessed be our God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
THE TRISAGION (spoken 3x) 
 
Celebrant Holy God, 
  Holy and mighty, 
  Holy immortal one,  
People  have mercy upon us. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray.  
  
         (The Celebrant says the Collect) 
 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to 
preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
People Amen. 
 
THE LESSONS (All sit) 
 
The First Reading:  Baruch 5:1-9 
 
A Reading from the book of Baruch. 
 
 1Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, 
O Jerusalem, 
  and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 
 2Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 
  put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 
 3for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 
 4For God will give you evermore the name, 
  “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” 
 
 5Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 
  look toward the east, 
 and see your children gathered from west and east 
  at the word of the Holy One, 
  rejoicing that God has remembered them. 
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 6For they went out from you on foot, 
  led away by their enemies; 
 but God will bring them back to you, 
  carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
 7For God has ordered that every high mountain and the 
everlasting hills be made low 
  and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, 
  so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
 8The woods and every fragrant tree 
  have shaded Israel at God’s command. 
 9For God will lead Israel with joy, 
  in the light of his glory, 
  with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 
 
  
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm:  Canticle 16: The Song of Zechariah 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
  he has come to his people and set them free. 
 He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
  born of the house of his servant David. 
 Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
 that he would save us from our enemies, * 
  from the hands of all who hate us. 
 He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
  and to remember his holy covenant. 
 This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
  to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 Free to worship him without fear, * 
  holy and righteous in his sight 
  all the days of our life. 
 You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
  for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
 To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
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  by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 In the tender compassion of our God * 
  the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 
death, * 
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The Second Reading:  Philippians 1:3-11 
  
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Philippi. 
 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying 
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of 
your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among 
you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is 
right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold 
me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, 
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 
the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with 
the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your 
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full 
insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 
of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the 
glory and praise of God. 
 
 Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
ALLELUIA   The people stand.  
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL    
 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
  according to Luke. 
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People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it 
is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

 

 

After the Gospel, the Celebrant says 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
THE SERMON        
 
 
THE NICENE CREED      (All stand as able) 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
The Leader and People pray responsively.  The People remain 
standing.  At the conclusion of each petition, the leader says:  
 
Leader:  Fill the valleys, make low the hills; 
People:  Come, great Redeemer, come. 
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN (kneel or stand) 
 
Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God  

and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Celebrant 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 

Peace Prayer Chain * by John Bell 
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Light looked down and saw the darkness. 
I will go there’, said light. 
Peace looked down and saw war. 
‘I will go there’, said peace. 
Love looked down and saw hatred. 
‘I will go there’, said love. 
So he, 
the Lord of Light,  
the Prince of Peace 
the King of Love 
came down and crept in beside us. 
All: Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS / OFFERTORY SENTENCE  
 
 

DOXOLOGY    
  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,   

Praise Him all creatures here below,  
Praise Her above the heavenly host,  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION ~ Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
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People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
The Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth… 
 
Proper Preface 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS  
 
Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  For in these 
last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People: 

 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

Celebrant:  
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 
Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 
this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 
gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 
Blood of the new Covenant.  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 
that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit.  In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with Mary the Godbearer, Martin and all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 
 we are bold to say: 
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Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
    on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
    who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM 
     
Celebrant Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
People         have mercy on us. 
Celebrant   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
People        have mercy on us. 

Celebrant   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
People       grant us peace. 

 
INVITATION   
The Celebrant says  

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
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DISTRIBUTION  
 
Instructions for distribution will be given at the announcements; please 
follow the Usher’s instructions. Please hold your hands out to receive the 
bread.  If you would prefer a blessing, please indicate that by crossing 
your arms over your chest.  
All are welcome. 
 
 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER (stand or kneel) 
  

Celebrant Let us pray. 
People God for whom we wait, 
  we thank you that you have fed us  
  with the bread of life and the cup of salvation. 
  As we joyfully await your Son, 
  keep us ever watchful 
  that we may be ready to stand before him 
  on the day of his coming. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

 
Celebrant  …this day and always,  

People  Amen.  

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  ‘People look east’                     WLP724 
(see page 19) 

 

DISMISSAL  

 
Celebrant …Alleluia. Alleluia.  

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia  
 

In the Season of Advent, 
the service will end with silence. 
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 From riteplanning.com.  

Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  

 
* In Wild Goose Worship Group, Cloth for the Cradle: Worship resources and 

readings for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany (Wild Goose Publications, 1998) 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

All persons in the St. Martin's buildings are required to mask 
until further notice. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

Bishop-elect Paula Clark & her family, Nancy Modrow, Jane 
Goerss & Family, Amanda Vandervort, Ken Fringer, Connie 
Proctor, Becky Cippola, Tom Beechey, Kristen Alley & Chris, 
Robin Alley, Eric Cox & Carter, Ann Davis, Gabby the dog, Heidi 
Partain, Gay Miezen, Dennis Fornoff, Ellie Pendergast, Mark 
Savage, Dn. Dan Hughes, Irene Stone, Liam & family, Brittany 
House, Timothy Miller, Jackie McDonald, John Kos, Craig Ramos, 
Flavio, Parker the dog, Ben Amenta, Daniel. 
 
The Repose of the Souls… 
 Dominic Ruggerio 
 Ann Packard 
 Andrew McLean 
   And those we now name… 
 
All who are suffering because of recent natural disasters; as well as 
human tragedies, especially for refugees, those affected by gun 
violence, systemic racism, and everyone impacted by the COVID-
19 virus. 
 
All Veterans; for Oriana & Richardson Naki, Steven Isaacks, 
William Revell, Mike Bozza, Ben Suecheck, Ryan Staats, Alex 
Smolik, Matt Olsen and all American troops, those wounded in 
action, and all in harm’s way…and those we now name 
 

https://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FCloth-Cradle-resources-readings-Christmas%2Fdp%2F1579990622&t=YTM5NWE3ZTZiNWQ3NzVhYTU1NmQ5NmEwMmQ2ZDYwMTViYjEzNGY5OCw0UDBpWDZiaQ%3D%3D&b=t%3ASiYpCWuW_r2O3JzqO0Wo1A&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philipchircop.com%2Fpost%2F181281304562%2Fas-christians-we-are-the-only-world-religion-to&m=1&ts=1605896070
https://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FCloth-Cradle-resources-readings-Christmas%2Fdp%2F1579990622&t=YTM5NWE3ZTZiNWQ3NzVhYTU1NmQ5NmEwMmQ2ZDYwMTViYjEzNGY5OCw0UDBpWDZiaQ%3D%3D&b=t%3ASiYpCWuW_r2O3JzqO0Wo1A&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philipchircop.com%2Fpost%2F181281304562%2Fas-christians-we-are-the-only-world-religion-to&m=1&ts=1605896070
https://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ionabooks.com&t=YmU0NWVhNTVlYjI2ZjVmYTZiN2NiZTk1NGE2ZjU2NjIzNjAxNDQ1NSw0UDBpWDZiaQ%3D%3D&b=t%3ASiYpCWuW_r2O3JzqO0Wo1A&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.philipchircop.com%2Fpost%2F181281304562%2Fas-christians-we-are-the-only-world-religion-to&m=1&ts=1605896070


 17 

In Thanksgiving, we pray…  For those celebrating birthdays and 
anniversaries. 
 

Please return your Every Perfect Gift Estimate of Giving Card to 
the office ASAP if you have not already done so.  Extra cards are 
on the usher’s table in the Narthex. 
 

Pick up a Close to Home Advent Devotional as well as:  Reverse 

Advent Calendar & Bags TODAY! 

 

ADVENT SERIES THEME – CLOSE TO HOME* 

THURSDAYS at 6:30p.m. 

Lectio Divina Advent Series 
 

A combination of listening to scripture readings, 
contemplating art and conversing about the 

intersectionality with our lives. God willing and technology 
cooperating, the series will be hybrid – a limited number of folks 
can gather in Strauss-Betker Parish Hall who will be incorporated 
into Zoom for those who want to participate, but not in-person. 

 

Thursdays at 6:30 pm 
both in-person and on Zoom 

12.09, 12.16, 12.23 
 

 *A Sanctified Art (www.sanctfiedart.org) 

 

IN-PERSON COFFEE HOUR 

In-Person Coffee Hour - we need your help with easy set-up and 

clean up – Hosts needed for remainder of December.   

 

Christmas Flower Envelopes are 

currently available by the flower chart in 

the Narthex. Please fill out the 

information on BOTH SIDES of the 

envelope so that we may include your dedication in the worship 

booklets. Deadline for inclusion is NO LATER THAN 12.17.21. 

 

http://www.sanctified/
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BLUE CHRISTMAS 

A Service of Darkness and Light 

7:00 p.m. Friday, December 17th 

  
CHRISTMAS EVE FESTIVAL EUCHARIST 

5:30pm, Friday, December 24th - Pre-service Music 

6:00pm, Friday, December 24th - Christmas Eve Mass 

  
CHRISTMAS MORNING EUCHARIST 

10:00am, Saturday, December 25th 

Christmas Day Mass 
  

PAWS IN THE PEWS 
Quarterly beginning 10:00 a.m. Sunday, February 6, 2022 

 

 

 

SMEC VESTRY 
Sue Krauser, Sr. Warden   Nancy Schaper 
Denise Bozza, Jr. Warden   Libby Smolik 
Russ Gruber     Novalla Suter 
      Dee Vihnanek 
 Jack Short, Certified Episcopal Treasurer 
 

SMEC STAFF 
The Rev. M.E. Eccles, Rector 

Kathy Isaacks, Communic. & Oper. Mgr., Clerk of the Vestry 
Karen Wilberg, Music Dir. & Organist 

JB Enterprises, West, Sextons 
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‘People look east’   WLP724   
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St. Martin’s Episcopal Church 
 

All are welcome 
and fed with the love of God 

pets too! 

1095 Thacker St., Des Plaines, Illinois  60016 
saintmartinschurch1095@gmail.com 

www.saintmartinschurchdp.com 
847-824-2043 

 

http://www.saintmartinschurchdp.com/

